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Our Daily Work/Our Daily Lives is a joint program at Michigan State University drawing on the 
mutual interest at the MSU Museum and in the MSU Labor Education Program in workers 
culture, labor history and working class life. This collaboration has promoted the preservation, 
promotion and presentation of workers culture through a variety of activities including film 
showings, fiction and poetry readings, museum exhibits, and the ODW/ODL brown bag series 
which entered its 23rd year in September.  
 
We closed out our busy Spring 2018 programming with a staged reading from Lynn Nottage’s 
Pulitzer Prize winning play “Sweat,” running it in conjunction with a major lecture that she did 
on the MSU campus as well as a brown bag on the play by Wayne State labor historian Fran 
Shor. Seeing “Sweat” a few years ago was truly an out-of-body experience for me since its 
barroom setting and plant closing and shop floor life themes were close to the bone in my 
experience of small town life and union work in the paper industry. Anyone who has not read or 
seen the play is really missing a major gem. 
  
This Fall, we are hosting oral historian Matt Barr and his film, “Union Time,” about the 
successful sixteen year campaign to organize North Carolina meatpackers at Smithville Farms 
(with showings and discussions both on-campus and off campus at UAW Local 602), and banjo 
player Sam Gleaves, who will introduce the audience to post-World War Two Appalachian labor 
songs. 
  
Our line-up for the 2018-19 brown bag series includes a number of old friends who have 
presented in the past (including Peter Cole, Jerry Garcia, Joe Grimm, Sherry Linkon, and Clare 
Luz) along with a whole raft of other fine presenters. Topics this year range from international 
solidarity of dockworkers, Black and Latina telephone workers, Georgetown slaves, African 
working people in both Benin and Lesotho, social workers in Germany and personal care 
workers in the US to the hidden labor behind newspapers. All in all, as usual, a cornucopia of 
great presentations and presenters.  We continue to record the talks and they are available in the 
MSU Library’s catalog (just put in Our Daily Work/Our Daily Lives) and can be listened to 
anywhere in the world.  We will commemorate our 250th brown bag in the series in the Spring of 
2019 – never passing up a perfect opportunity for cake!! 

Texas Center for Working-Class Studies 
Lisa Kirby 
Collin College 

The Texas Center for Working-Class Studies at Collin College hosted its annual Labor Day kick-
off event on Tuesday, September 11. This year, the Center partnered with Collin College’s Book-
in-Common program to feature a panel discussion of Death in the Air: The True Story of a Serial 



Killer, the Great London Smog, and the Strangling of a City. Faculty panelists from English, 
history, environmental science, and economics discussed the working-class issues presented in 
the book. 
  
The Center will also host its fifth annual conference on Thursday, February 28, 2019, which 
will feature keynote speaker Dr. Jacqueline Jones of The University of Texas—Austin. Dr. Jones 
is the author of Goddess of Anarchy: The Life and Times of Lucy Parsons, American 
Radical (2017), and A Dreadful Deceit: The Myth of Race from the Colonial Era to Obama’s 
America (2013). That book and Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow: Black Women, Work and the 
Family from Slavery to the Present (25th Anniversary Edition, 2010) were finalists for the 
Pulitzer Prize; Labor of Love won the Bancroft Prize for 1986. The Center is also running its 
fifth annual student essay contest and will provide awards for the top three papers. 
  
The conference will also include many other faculty and student presentations, panels, and a 
poster session. Conference organizers invite scholars from all disciplines to take part in this 
conference and submit proposals for individual papers, full sessions, roundtables, or workshops. 
Graduate and undergraduate students, in particular, are encouraged to submit their work. Those 
interested should submit an abstract of no more than 150 words to Digital Commons@Collin 
(http://digitalcommons.collin.edu/txcwcs/) by Friday, November 30, 2018. For more information, 
please contact Dr. Lisa A. Kirby, Director of the Texas Center for Working-Class Studies and 
Professor of English, at LKirby@collin.edu. For more information about the Center and the 
conference, please go to http://faculty.collin.edu/lkirby/index.htm or find us on Facebook. 

Center for Working Class Studies  
Youngstown State University 
Tim Francisco, Director 

YSU’s Center for Working Class Studies continues its community partnership with the City Club 
of The Mahoning Valley, holding community conversations on issues ranging from racial equity 
in economic development, to LGBTQI rights in Ohio, to discussions of working-class art and 
fiction. Participants and topics have included Sherry Linkon on The Afterlife of 
Deindustrialization, Anne Trubek of Rust Belt publishing on “rust-belt” storytelling, Alan 
Mallach on The Divided City, Evelyn Burnett on systemic racism in community development, 
and Glen Hubbard (Economist, Dean Columbia School of Business) with Matthew Stewart, The 
Atlantic reporter (The New American Aristocracy, The 9.9 percent). CWCS faculty affiliates 
have been interviewed and cited by media across Ohio, as well as the Canadian Broadcast 
Network and The Chronicle of Higher Education. CWCS faculty affiliates have published in 
several academic and popular venues and have presented at national conferences.
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