
Communications Committee (Courtney Maloney, Chair) 
Chaired by the Secretary, the Communications Committee shall oversee communications 
with the members and others interested in the work of the Association; publication of a 
newsletter; development and publication of a journal; creation and maintenance of a web site. 
In addition to the secretary, its members may include the listserv moderator, the newsletter 
editor, any journal editor, the web master, and others selected by the Steering Committee. 

Members:  

Sara Appel, Associate Editor of the Journal for Working-Class Studies  

Sarah Attfield, co-editor of the Journal of Working-Class Studies  

Terry Easton, president 

Michele Fazio, past president 

Liz Guiffre, co-editor of the Journal of Working-Class Studies 

Christie Launius, Book Review Editor of JWCS  

Courtney Maloney, Chair  

Asia Muhammad, at large steering committee 

Progress Report on Action Items June 2017-March 2018: 

1. Seek ads for the journal (academic journals and other sources).  Tim Sheard of Hardball 
Press offered to pay $100 for an ad in the journal. The idea that the JWCS website would 
feature advertising garnered disapproval as well as support from members of the committee. 
The objections were mainly based on the opinion it would make the journal look less 
professional. Examples of open source journals that do not advertise were provided; we might 
also look for examples of journals that do advertise for comparison. Possible alternatives 
include more links to orgs/people who want to support the journal in addition to the 
“resources” button that currently links to the WCSA and Working -Class Perspectives. The 
journal could set up a side bar with a direct link to FB or Twitter, and we can also start 
exploring how to use tags or a content search function if the committee thinks this would be 
useful. Another possibility may be to include a “donate” button on the journal website.  In 
sum, this question is still open for discussion.  



2. Clarify and share detailed processes for the journal, including role of the Associate Editor 
and timeline. This is in process. Currently, the journal editors and members of the 
communications committee are finalizing a document that will spell out the journal processes 
and the associate editor role, serving as a point of reference for the future.  

3. Update the Wikipedia entry to reflect journal and improve the article: https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Working_Class_Studies_Association. The WCSA Wikipedia page has 
been significantly expanded. We need more knowledgeable and invested Wikipedia editors to 
review the entry for objectivity. The fact that the article was written by a member of the 
organization’s steering committee violates Wikipedia policy, but luckily they have not taken 
down the article. We need an objective editor to, at the very least, assess the article for non-
biased point of view and remove the “point of view” flag on the article. It would also be great 
if others wanted to contribute to the article. All interested parties are invited to edit the entry 
per Wikipedia’s policies and guidelines. 

4. Add list of former presidents, officers, and SC members to the website. No progress on this 
yet.  

5. Create preexisting form on Survey Monkey for membership news items for blog posts: For 
example, “What kind of work or actions have you been doing related to working-class 
issues?” and “What do you know that others have been doing – what can you tell us about 
their work, projects, or actions?”  This is an item for further discussion. The committee is 
unclear about how it would work. For example, where would we make it available to the 
membership?  As a link to the website?  How would it fit with our current practices regarding 
Twitter, Facebook, and Member Profiles on the website? 

6. Seek out syllabi, reading lists, and other resources from members. The call for this has been 
out since last spring; the chair is not aware of any contributions. Perhaps we need to rethink 
this or resend the call.  

7. Feature “Member Profiles” as blog posts. This has been happening. 

8. Create Instagram account. This is in process. Asia Muhammad has expressed interest in 
helping with an Instagram account, but as of this time it has not been set up.  

9. Create guidelines for multi-person Twitter account team. The guidelines were created and 
approved by the Steering Committee. Sophie Rowland and Emma Pleasant from the 
University of Kent, UK, are managing the WCSA Twitter feed. 

10. Develop informational videos or documents for the website, such as “how-to” posts or 
material. For example, Tim Sheard, a long-time WCSA member, has agreed to do an 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Working_Class_Studies_Association


informational post on promoting one’s work and publishing. What other types of posts would 
be helpful for WCSA members? No progress on this yet.


